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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

The following is a detailed listing of all claims that are, or were, in the Application. 
1-39. (Canceled). 

40. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for describing user 
preferences, the method comprising: 

providing a hierarchical data structure d e fining a hi e rarchy of pr e f e renc e obj e cts for 
describing user preferences related to multimedia content|"|";"|~| , the hierarchical data structure 
including two or more parent preference objects, wherein each of the two or more parent 
associating a first preference objec ts is a container for in th e hi e rarchy with a corresponding 
plurality of child preference objects in the hierarchical data structure, each child preference 
object representing at least one content description element[[s]] describing multimedia 
content; 

assigning a singl e respective p reference value to th e first each of the two or more 
parent p reference objects to characterize user preference for the combination of the plurality 
of content description elements associat e d with th e first represented by the corresponding 
plurality of child preference objects; and 

generating a user profile that sp e cifi e s includes the hierarchical data structure 
hierarchy of pr e f e r e nc e obj e cts, th e plurality of d e scription e l e m e nts associat e d with th e first 
prefer e nc e object in the hi e rarchy , and specifies the singl e respective p reference value for 
each of the two or more parent preference objects charact e rizing user pr e f e r e nc e for th e 
combination of th e plurality of d e scription elem e nts associat e d with the first pr e f e r e nc e 
obj e cts in the hierarchy . 

41 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40, wherein one of the two or 
more parent preference objects has a first child preference object in the corresponding 
plurality of child preference objects, the first child preference object representing a first 
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content description element, the method further comprising: 

assigning a first preference value to the associating a s e cond first child p reference 
object in th e hi e rarchy with a to characterize user preference for the first content description 
element alone in th e plurality of d e scription e l e ments associat e d with the first pr e f e r e nc e 
object . 

42. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 41, furth e r comprising: assigning 
a s e cond wherein generating the user profile includes specifying the first p reference value te 
th e s e cond for the first child p reference object to charact e riz e us e r pr e f e r e nce for th e first 
description e l e m e nt alon e. 

43. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40, wherein generating the user 
profile includes designating the hi e rarchy of pr e f e r e nc e obj e cts hierarchical data structure to 
be used in searching or filtering multimedia content. 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40, wherein associating th e first 
pr e f e r e nce object in the hierarchy with a plurality of d e scription e l e m e nts includ e s 
associating th e first pr e f e r e nc e obj e ct with one or more of the content description elements 
identifying identify a genre, a director or an actor of th e multimedia cont e nt . 

45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40, wherein assigning a singl e 
respective preference value to each of the two or more parent the-fest preference objects 
includes assigning the singl e respective p reference value based on a user's access pattern to 
multimedia content. 

46. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40, wherein assigning a single 
respective p reference value to th e first each of the two or more parent p reference objects 
includes assigning the singl e respective preference value based on user input. 
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47. (Currently Amended) A software product, tangibly embodied in an 
information carrier, for describing user preferences, the software product comprising 
instructions to cause data processing apparatus to perform operations comprising: 

defining a hi e rarchy of pr e f e r e nc e obj e cts providing a hierarchical data structure for 
describing user preferences related to multimedia content[[:]] » the hierarchical data structure 
including two or more parent preference objects, wherein each of the two or more parent 
associating a first preference object s is a container for in th e hierarchy with a corresponding 
plurality of child preference objects in the hierarchical data structure, each child preference 
object representing at least one content description element[[s]] describing multimedia 
content; 

assigning a singl e respective p reference value to th e first each of the two or more 
parent p reference objects to characterize user preference for the combination of the content 
description elements associat e d with th e first represented by the corresponding plurality of 
child p reference objects; and 

generating a user profile that sp e cifi e s includes the hierarchical data structure the 
hierarchy of pr e f e r e nce obj e cts, th e plurality of d e scription e l e m e nts associat e d with th e first 
prefer e nc e object in the hierarchy , and specifies the singl e respective p reference value for 
each of the two or more parent preference objects charact e rizing us e r pr e f e r e nc e for th e 
combination of th e plurality of d e scription e l e m e nts associat e d with th e first pr e f e r e nc e 
object in the hi e rarchy . 

48. (Currently Amended) The software product of claim 47, wherein one of the 
two or more parent preference objects has a first child preference object in the corresponding 
plurality of child preference objects, the first child preference object representing a first 
content description element, the software product further comprising instructions to cause 
data processing apparatus to perform operations comprising: 

associating a s e cond assigning a first preference value to the first child p reference 
object in th e hi e rarchy with a to characterize user preference for the first content description 
element alone in th e plurality of d e scription e l e m e nts associat e d with th e first pr e f e r e nc e 
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obj e ct . 

49. (Currently Amended) The software product of claim 48, furth e r comprising 
instructions to caus e data proc e ssing apparatus to p e rform op e rations comprising: assigning a 
s e cond wherein generating the user profile includes specifying the first p reference value te 
th e s e cond for the first child p reference object to charact e riz e us e r pref e r e nc e for th e first 
d e scription element alon e. 

50. (Currently Amended) The software product of claim 47, wherein generating 
the user profile includes designating the hi e rarchy of pr e f e r e nc e obj e cts hierarchical data 
structure to be used in searching or filtering multimedia content. 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) The software product of claim 47, wherein associating 
th e first pr e f e r e nc e obj e ct in th e hi e rarchy with a plurality of d e scription e l e m e nts includ e s 
associating th e first pr e f e r e nc e obj e ct with one or more of the content description elements 
id e ntifying identify a genre, a director or an actor of th e multim e dia cont e nt . 

52. (Currently Amended) The software product of claim 47, wherein assigning a 
singl e respective p reference value to each of the two or more parent th e first preference 
objects includes assigning the singl e respective p reference value based on a user's access 
pattern to multimedia content. 

53. (Currently Amended) The software product of claim 47, wherein assigning a 
singl e respective p reference value to each of the two or more parent th e first preference 
objects includes assigning the singl e respective preference value based on user input. 
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